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Inside the Blue Mosque, Istanbul, 2009

Gina amarte es la unica forma de 
conocerte a ti;
 y amarte me hace sentir feliz.

Feliz Cumple Ojos Azules !!!

Gina, loving you is the only way to 
know you;

and loving you makes me feel 
happy.

Happy Birthday, Blue Eyes !!!

Carlos Birriel

Blue Mosque, Istanbul, 2009

Amnesty International AMG, Toronto, 2010

Quebec City, 2011



Of course my message for your Gina is all about honey, because as you and only you 
know so well: je te miele and yo te mielo with all of my heart. You are an immensely 
supportive friend, superb colleague, fabulous ‘boss’ and inspiring human rights 
activist. We’ve seen a fair bit of the world together over the years and have honeyed 
our way through a number of challenging situations. I am so very fortunate to have 
you in my life. Your advice and guidance have been such a bolstering force. Thank 
you for who you are and what you do. There is still much sweetness yet to come. 

XO Alex

Alex Neve / Bob Goodfellow / Stuart Webb

Dear Gina, 

I am sending my congratulations and best wishes on reaching this significant life 
milestone. And as I do I am thinking of the many years we worked together — the 
many good years in which we steered the course as best we could and got many 
important things done. As one member to another, let me say thank you for 
your enormous number of contributions in so many roles, for your many, many 
competencies, for your sensitivity and caring and helpful insights, and for our 
continuing friendship. I send my thanks and my love and look forward to catching 
up, 

Bob Goodfellow

Hi Gina,

I hope that you celebrate long and hard, that you have friends and family around to 
share your enjoyment, and know that you have friends around the world thinking of 
you on your birthday.

Lots of love, Stuart

River Cruise, Ottawa, 2011

Rio de la Plata, Uruguay, 2014

Erguvan’s Terrace, Istanbul, 2009

Love at first sight.
Joy to watch you grow.
Appreciation of your achievements.
Proud to call you my daughter.
Love to the End.

Renate

Renate Hill



Munich, Octoberfest Cheers 1991

Munich, Octoberfest 1991

Munich Subway, 1991

Selfies (old style!), 1991

Happy Birthday, Giin!
I hope you have the most fabulous birthday with lots of cake and tea!!
Love you always,
Care

Good times at university, 1987

Munich, 1991

Regina, 1992University Theatre, 1987

Cara Hall



Sheila Cook

Darling Gina! 
 In these pictures — suspense 
and excitement. And we’ve made a 
difference together. I’ve never felt 
such strong friendship and love with 
anyone from the very beginning. 
It probably isn’t wise to have one’s 
very best friend at the other side 
of the biggest ocean, but with you, 
an ocean doesn’t matter. You are 
always there when I need your 
friendship, your support, or just to 
share a laugh. It is a huge privilege 
to be your friend and I will be yours 
forever — and a little longer. 
Love you! 
Christine

Christine Pamp

For Gina,



My friend Gina 

Does love cats,

Cause they warm her soul, 

And soothe her angst;

She loves them when 

They curl up napping,

Doesn’t even mind 

Their penchant for shedding;

She loves them when they’re

Out a-mousing,

Even loves their furballs, 

Their hissing and meowling;

She loves these sweeties 

Without exception,

From cleaning their litter

To their sly deception;

Crazy paws, backflips,

Their wild play with catnip;

They hop in empty boxes,

Amusing her socks off;

They sleep so heavenly,

Lying in the sun,

By the fire or the heater,

‘Til their long naps’re done;

She loves it when 

They pose so daintily,

Or run in paper bags,

Playing fools energetically;

Gina never met

A cat she does not like,

Loves the Tabbies and Persians,

And many rare varieties;

Gina loves these cats, 

She loves them so much,

But not quite as much, 

As they love her back.

Vicki Parker

Gina the Cat Whisperer

Fantan Alley, Victoria BC

Congratulations, Gina, on reaching 50. In my 
world you are now officially a “wise woman.” 
I loved turning 50 and I hope you do too. Best 
wishes for many, many more wonderful years.

Bonnie

Carla Urban / Bonnie Harnden/ The Halls / Brenda Dashney / Vicki Parker

Gina — Wishing you a marvelous birthday full of 
love from your favorite people. All the best as you 
join the “50 and Fabulous” club. 

Brenda

Happy Birthday Gina!

Love,

The Halls — James, Cara, Jayne and Nadya

Dearest Gina — 

Congrats on your milestone birthday! 

You have been a friend of the heart since way back when. Reconnecting with you over the years reinforces 
the special value of friends made in our youth. I am moved by the person you are — generous, committed, 
thoughtful, loving ... You’ve used your half century well. Happiest of birthdays to you, dear Gina!

Hugs and love, Carla



Hey there little Duckie,
 There we are, in the eleventh hour of our happy Belo times 
and only days from saying good-bye. Somehow, even decades before 
Facebook, we really did manage to keep in touch as we promised.
 Thanks for your steadfast friendship all these years. Now that 
you have adequately practiced for 50 years, let life really begin!
Much love,
Markus

Markus Wallgren



My dearest friend,
 Happy, happy birthday. You are a 
tremendous, wonderful, funny, supportive, and 
kind friend and I very much value the time that we 
have spent together over many years. I’m so glad 
that we met all those years ago through Amnesty 
and that we’ve both stayed so involved so we still 
get to see each other — you are one of the people 
from that significant part of my life that I most 
value and most enjoy seeing. I wish you love and 
joy and friendship for all of your days and look 
forward to seeing you again soon somewhere in 
the world — and hopefully in Australia some day!
With love,
Nicole

Nicole Bieske



Happy birthday, my darling friend! 
I hope you have a glorious year full of love, 
laughter, and new adventures. You are one 
of my very favourite people and I value your 
friendship enormously. It would appear that we 
only take photos of ourselves at AGMs — fitting 
in a way, of course, as you have been such a core 
part of my Amnesty life BUT, on the other hand, 
you are also so much a part of other aspects 
of my life too. Thank you for many years of 
friendship, laughter and love. 
A very happy, happy birthday to you!

Samantha Burdett

Dear Gina, 

It’s such a delight to know you. You’re warm, funny, compassionate — not to mention quite passionate about 
human rights! 

I still remember that time we spent at the diversity training workshop retreat together like it was yesterday. 
Where did all the years go? You were always a great listener, and still are. I look forward to our many 
upcoming dinner conversations in the future ... once we get our asses in gear. 

Have a fantastic birthday! I hope you have lots of mini-celebrations to mark this special year. Here’s to you! 
Wishing you good health, joy, and peace of mind. Yes, and I also hope you win the lottery and get lots and lots 
of money! :)

Happy birthday!

Love, Hala Al-Madi

Hala Al-Madi / Hilary Homes

Ten Intersections 

Cats IRL

Books ... and more books

Thai nights 

Cups of tea

Taylor 

International policy and plotting 

The bad birthday club

Streets of Stewart and Cumberland 

Internet cats and dancing Germans

Working for a better world

♥ Hilary



Happy birthday, Gina! 

What an occasion to share some memories. I guess I’ve 
known you over ten years and 2007–2008 were super special 
for me. You were a very close friend in the moment of need, 
and when my storm was over, a great companion over vodka 
martinis for super intellectual conversations. I have always 
been attracted to people like you — strong women. I guess 
it’s a combination of strength and sensitivity that is the most 
intriguing. Intelligence is always a beautiful thing. And yours 
is on par with the most fascinating brains I’ve known. I don’t 
think Hilary Clinton would have had a chance in a debate 
with you. Perhaps, not because of smarts, but because your mind is free, unburdened with political favours 

and honest in intellectual pursuit. It’s the depth of character, among 
other things, that never fails my affection for you. And now that I am 
a father, I even more value real people. I want my boys to grow up 
knowing people like you. And I promise to find more time in the near 
future (especially now that you’ve reached such a milestone!) to be 
closer and hang out more. 

Dmytro

Ginita, I wish you the happiest of birthdays, and the very best of 
everything! Many of our adventures have been in far-flung places 
with so many wonderful people, but I still love most this picture 
of us — jet-lagged, bleary-eyed, and ever so happy to be home. I 
know that love and blessings will find you everywhere you travel 
this year and all the years to come. 

MMLMK, deb

Deb Smith / Dmytro Hys

Gina, Hilary, Shauna, and Deb, 2008

Val Jones

I met Gina face-to-face, exactly once.

 It was at the home of our mutual friend, Hala, during a show of her art work. I, being 
the only one there that Hala could trust with money (!), took the bucks and wrote out receipts 
for purchases. Gina came up with her painting and when I saw that she had the same name as 
my mom (a truly rare thing), I shared that bit of information and went on and on about how 
she too must be a very good person, one of quality and taste, with a spine of steel. She smiled 
through it all, then explained that while my mom’s name was pronounced with a soft ‘G,’ hers 
was pronounced with a hard ‘G.’

 Huh.

 So, clearly, I had no choice but to immediately take back all of those compliments.

 A hard ‘G’?

 Outrageous.  

 Makes no sense whatsoever.  :)

 Since then, we managed, through therapy, to put aside our alphabetical-differences, 
and become Facebook amigos. And in doing so, I was given a chance to see that she was, 
indeed, despite the hard ‘G,’ a very good person. Her big heart, her big belief in decency and 
fairness, her big love for her man, her big brain, and her ridiculously big, constant smile ...(not 
to mention her big kindness in almost always laughing at my stoooopid jokes) ... act to remind 
me that surprisingly lovely things can come out of small moments.

 Lovely. 

 And lasting, I hope.

 Happy birthday GGGGGina! May your 50th be overloaded with all of those things that 
keep that big smile well oiled and operating smoothly.

Warm hugs,

Val



Gina with Emma and Josh, 1974

Guadalupe Rivas / Diane and Denis Kemp

Remembering the days when you were the “old” person amongst the kids!

Gina with Emma and Josh, 1976

Mil felicidades para mi querida amiga Gina, a quien le gusta el “chipi chipi” mexicano, que usa perfumes súper 
especiales y que tiene talentos organizativos fuera de este mundo.

Te admiro por la amistad y compañerismo que compartes con todo el mundo. Te mando un beso y un abrazo, 
esperando que tu llegada al 5o. piso de tu vida, sea muy feliz.

Con mucho cariño,

Guadalupe



New friends can be the best kind of 
friends! I wish you the best of all the 
birthdays you have ever had, new 
friend!

Kaarina

Kaarina Stiff / Richard and Dawn Lawrence

Gina, fifty is about knowing yourself, being yourself, and truly liking who you have become. But most of all 
Gina, fifty is about celebrating the beginning of the most beautiful years of your life. Look back at all you have 
accomplished up ‘til now and imagine what amazing things are still to come in the next fifty years. We had 
the pleasure of meeting you, Carlos, and your mom, Renata, through our mutual friend, Dawn, a while ago. 
Even at our first introduction, we quickly determined that you were a warm and kindhearted person who tries 
to see the good in everyone and everything. Never lose this quality as it is quite rare these days. We wish you 
much happiness today and always as you celebrate this milestone. Have a wonderful birthday, 

Dawn and Richard 

Happy birthday, Gina! 

 I am happy that we got to know each other when we were on the board 
together, and that we’ve stayed in touch. I appreciate that I can talk to you about 
anything, and you are always such a great, caring listener. I hope you have a wonderful 
birthday, and that it’s the start of a great year for you. 

Love, Liz

Amnesty Canada Board of Directors, Retreat, October 2003

Liz Wightman / Kathy Price

Wishing you the happiest of happy birthdays and wonderful new adventures in your 
next half century!!!

Kathy



Kristin, Gina, and Nicola touring Sri Lanka, 2017: Wonder who is more relaxed?

Gina introducing the INC at the Chairs Assembly in Colombo, 2017

Dearest Gina,
You are…
Warm and caring as I can 
only dream of in my sleep;
Sensitive and communicative 
so we all Feel included and 
understood;
Analytical and clear, 
providing direction and 
results;
Fun-loving and charming for 
all to enjoy!
Thank you …
for being you,
for letting me know you, and
for spending wonderful days 
together in steam baths and 
stair cases.  
Happy 50 — look forward to 
many more.
Love you dearly,
Kristin Pv

Kristin HøgdahlKim Moore

 There are some people who simply make you a better person just for knowing them. Gina is 
one of those people  I wish I could remember the exact day and time I met Gina in law school, but 
unfortunately that memory eludes me. Instead I simply just remember her always being there — and 
always being my friend. Even after a summer living with me in law school, she still likes me — that 
speaks to her incredible tolerance and good-nature!

 Gina consistently challenged me to ask questions, never settle for the status-quo and to 
recognize inequality and inequity ... and to try to make a difference. I am so very proud of Gina for 
always striving to learn more, absorb more, and do more. I am in awe of her dedication and diligence 
in getting her PhD ... and then when I saw Gina this summer and she was talking about going back to 
school, her energy and passion and excitement were inspiring! I am equally in awe of Gina’s life long 
dedication to Amnesty, and her selfless devotion to doing everything she can to try to ensure that 
everyone’s human rights are respected. 

 Gina is truly a special, generous, kind and loving woman. I am so glad that she met her kindred 
spirit ... her soul-mate ... in Carlos. In a world where many people settle for relationships simply to 
avoid loneliness or so that they are part of a unit, I’m always so incredibly happy when I see people 
who are truly in love, inspired by (and for) each other, respected, adored, challenged, and cherished. 
All of these words apply to Gina and Carlos ... and I’d be remiss not to also mention that I love the 
laughter they share and the sense of mischief that I see in their eyes when they smile at each other.

 One of the most special parts of my friendship with Gina is that we can always pick up where 
we left off and never worry that we won’t have something to talk about.  We may not see each other 
often, but when we do, it’s as if no time has passed. And when I think of special people I want there 
when I am celebrating a special milestone in my life, whether it was my 40th birthday or my swearing 
in as a judge, I always wanted Gina there. In fact, Gina was one of my first friends I told after I was 
appointed three years ago. I still remember meeting at the coffee shop in Ottawa ... a time when I still 
was unable to absorb my incredible good fortune and blessing. I was nervous (terrified), excited and in 
disbelief.  Seeing Gina grounded me and gave me balance.  Thank you for that, Gina.

 Gina, it’s hard to believe that it’s been almost 25 years since we started law school! That means 
that I’ve known you for almost half of your life! I truly can’t wait to see what the next 50 years brings! 

Happy Birthday, dear friend. I love you!

Kimbo



Dearest Gina,
I cherish you and our great adventures in life together. 
You are a wonderful friend.
Have a blast on your 50th and let’s make our sixth 
decade the best yet!
Love always, Marc

Marc Pell / Vanessa Rich

 Happy 50th birthday, Giin, from your cousin in Canada’s cousin, Australia, if we 
could be so honoured to call ourselves such. We first met, Gina, when you came to visit a long 
time ago and stayed with my mum, but probably we got to know each other so much better 
when you stayed with Mike and me in 2004. We visited Binna Burra and walked in the lovely 
subtropical rainforests of the Lamington National Park, bird-watched, and chatted and 
chatted. We visited you in Toronto when we were just backpacking students, freezing in the 
North American winter, a shock to a pair of ill-equipped Queenslanders! We enjoyed you and 
your parents’ warm hospitality, and we chatted some more. 
 We have not seen each other since but our connection remains through our yearly 
giving of a book written by a fellow countrywoman. I have been introduced to the talents and 
delights of many Canadian women and my pleasurable yearly research for your book has 
broadened my reading horizons in my own country. It is a tradition I treasure. 
 Gina, your dedication to fighting cruelty and injustice in our world impresses me 
constantly and is an inspiration. I feel privileged to have you as a cousin and a friend. 
 Happy birthday lovely cuzz! Love Ness

Of the many wonderful occasions we have spent together, this 
meeting in Buenos Aires in 2009 remains among my favourite 
memories. 
I am sure we achieved something useful for global human 
rights, and I am ever grateful for the opportunities we have 
had to work together over many years for the values we share.
But what I remember was our husbands being served into 
each other’s company with no common language but mutual 
goodwill and the international hand signal for “let’s have a 
beer!” And — of course — this was where we discovered tango! 

I recall also that just a few hours before this photo was taken, we were soaking wet and had 
just missed our flight! Amazing what a good cry and glass of limoncello can do! Not to mention 
reconnecting with my wonderful friends and colleagues for a bonus evening in BA!
Happy birthday Gina. Thank you for all that you do, everything you have taught me, and all the 
experiences you have helped me enjoy.
Nicola xxxx

Nicola Mutch / Brano Kruzliak

Dearest Gina,

It’s been so much time and so much distance ... I’ve been relegated to seeing only fleeting glimpses, yet each 
one humbles me just a little more. As you’re the real thing, like none I have ever known before. 

Gina, I’d like to wish you an absolutely wonderful birthday, one that will make up for all those I’ve missed over 
the years.

I really don’t know anyone who has devoted as much for the benefit of others — and sincerely wish you at 
least another 50 years of energy to continue. In these strange and despondent times, you’re an inspiration.

Your timeless, and distance-less, friend,

Brano



Dear Gina,
Happy Birthday!!! May life give 
you many, many new days to rise 
and shine and new opportunities 
to continue touching people’s lives. 
Thanks for the joy of your friendship 
and the wisdom of your words. 
Gracias querida y que este 
cumpleaños sea de alegria, amor 
a manos llenas y de entusiasmo 
para recargar energias y continuar 
por muchos, muchos mas. Feliz 
cumpleaños!!! 
Con cariño, Marjorie

Stephanie Coward-Yaskiw  / Marjorie Vazquez 

Gina,

Happy 50th birthday to an amazing woman! 

I’m not even sure how long I’ve known you (when did we 
actually meet?!), but in all that time you have been one of my 
biggest inspirations. Passionate. Filled with integrity. Bridge 
builder. Respected. Diplomat. Committed to social justice and 
sure of your values and opinions, but always willing to listen 
to others, too. But, more than anything — kind.

I’m not sure if you remember, but one AGM, either while 
I was still down doing death penalty work in the U.S. or 
shortly after, the speaker for the banquet was an American 
capital case lawyer. During his speech, I was overwhelmed 
with processing the sadness of what I had witnessed in the 
U.S. and I ran crying to the bathroom. Even surrounded by 
Amnesty people, I felt isolated and alone with my experience. 
A few minutes later, you appeared in the bathroom and 
gave me a long hug and let me cry. I don’t think we had even 
known each other very long at that point. But, that hug and 
that support and kindness meant ever so much to me and 
helped me move through that very difficult time. More than 
anything, I know you as kind.

I am very much looking forward to following your adventures 
with Carlos and discovering where your work and passion take 
you over the next fifty years of your life (at least on Facebook 
until we move back to Ottawa)! It is my honour to not only call 
you my social justice colleague, but also my friend. Happy, 
happy birthday!!

Much love,

Steph

Gina and Oliver, ICM, Dublin

Gina and members of the INC

Oliver Hendrich

Liebe Gina, 

zu deinem 50. Geburtstag wünsche 
ich dir alles Gute. 

Auf Facebook kannten wir uns 
schon bevor wir uns im echten 
Leben getroffen haben. Ich glaube, 
dass trifft auf einige meiner 
Amnesty-Freunde bei Facebook 
zu.

Jedenfalls bin ich sehr froh, dass 
wir bei der Chairs Assembly in Den 
Haag dann auch im echten Leben 
gekoppelt haben. Ebenso freue ich 
mich darüber gemeinsam mit dir 
im INC zu sein – dass macht richtig 
Spaß. 

Schön ist auch, dass jedes unserer 
Zusammentreffen Eingang in 
meinen Facebook-Verlauf findet 
und photografische Perlen wie 
diese dabei entstehen.

Ich freue mich schon auf die, die in 
Zukunft dazu kommen. 

Alles Liebe 

Oliver



Here is to many more years of awesome redheads like you taking over 
Amnesty AGMs!

Renee

Sophia Scherer / Renee McKenzie

Happy birthday, dear Gina — 
alles Gute zum Geburtstag! 
It’s a pleasure working with 
you and the INC, and I wish 
you all the very best for the 
next 50 years!

Love, Sophia

Sarah Beamish / Pietro Antonioli / Deb Miller

Happy birthday, Gina! 

Through our journey in Amnesty we found 
we have plenty of things in common, 
including loving cats, Shakespeare, and 
Star Trek. (And we can also add that both 
met our partners via Amnesty!) And now we 
are both > 50!

Enjoy your birthday, and with inspiration 
from Lilo, from Italy ;-)

Best, Pietro

Gina, so many of us feel lucky and happy to know you, 
and I hope that you feel that on this big day. Thank you 
for living your life in a generous, kind, and good way, and 
for all you share and give. We would all be blessed to get 
to 50 in a Gina-style: loving and loved, rich in friendships, 
learning and teaching, and giving back within community. 
It looks great on you, and I know the years to come will 
too.

Happy, happy 50th birthday!

Sarah

Gina — Happy Birthday to you!  Moving into the glorious years where you don’t have to ask for permission 
or for forgiveness to be FABULOUS! Looking forward to connecting again after so many years.  

Your Femme from afar, 

Deb Miller



Mitzy

Meow, 
MEOW, 
prrr!
The Divine Miss M



Much happiness, love, and 
hugs to you on your birthday 
dear Gina, and here’s to 
many many more wonderful 
birthdays ... God bless!
Usha

Martin Epstein / Tom Morris / Usha Sabanayagam 

Life made us part of a great 
adventure. We have a lovely 
friendship which I will 
always treasure. Love and 
happiness is all you deserve.
Martin

Dear Gina,
You are amazing! I wish 
you and those you love 
always the best! 
I love the way you tackle 
life seeming to move 
between moments of 
seriousness and silliness 
with ease. 
I wish you are very 
happy birthday!

Sharmila

Sharmila Setaram



Gina, my beloved OSO,

I don’t have words to express everything you 
mean to me and just how much I love you. My life 
is better for having you in it and I will always be 
grateful for your friendship and love. I hope that 
you’ll feel what I can’t express in the margins and 
spaces surrounding the love everyone else has 
shared with you on these pages.

Happy Birthday!

Always and forever,

your OSO,

Dawn

Dawn Oosterhoff, Craig Mantle, and Jack

I was 50 once too! Tipping one to your birthday 
and when you’re old enough, you can have one 
too.

Craig



Sent by email and individually to Facebook friends by Messenger —

Subject: Super Secret Plans for Gina’s Birthday

Hello.

You may not know me, but I am a close friend of Gina Hill, who will be celebrating her 50th 
birthday on January 1st. I’m preparing a special, secret gift for Gina’s birthday — a book of 
greetings — and wondered if you would contribute a story, a greeting, a photo, a drawing … 
whatever expresses best your wishes for her birthday.

All the details can be found at this (secret) webpage: www.ddoosterhoff.com/goodies-for-
gina.

Also, I need your help in (secretly) getting the word out to Gina’s friends, colleagues, 
and family. Please, please circulate this message to anyone you know who might like to 
contribute. (Don’t worry about people 
getting two or three copies of the 
email: share!)

If you’ve got questions that aren’t 
answered on the webpage, send me an 
email!

I hope to receive your contribution 
soon. The deadline is Friday, 
November 17th, so no dilly-dallying.  :-)

with thanks,
Dawn

The Super Secret Message




